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Pyne, a kindly, gentle man, who had charge of the
Taylor mercantile interests, ran the bank for the
next nine years, but during his administration no
startling developments took place The bank held
its own, that was all But, with the death of Pyne
in 1891, a real "master of capital" appeared as the
head of this famous bank James Stillman was
born in Brownsville, Texas, in 1850, of New Eng-
land parents He was a shy, reticent child, trained
from the first in the virtues and customs of the old
school merchant class One of his earliest play-
things, which he always preserved, was a toy bank,
across the front of which he had printed "City
Bank," his father having been associated with
Moses Taylor and the City Bank interests During
his teens his father was stricken with paralysis, and
young Stillman was thrown on his own resources
At the age of twenty-one he was a member of the
firm of Smith, Woodward and Stillman, cotton
commission merchants on South Street, near Wall
But Stillman did not care for ordinary mercantile
business While his partners were actively carry-
ing on the mercantile end of the business with
Sfreat success, he associated himself more and more
with men of financial knowledge and power In
the early eighties, he was elected to the board of